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                                        NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

April 22, 2019 

PRESENT:   
Ernie Paciorkowski, Chairman  

Joseph Sheehan, Vice Chairman 

Debbie Holmwood, Clerk 

Alfred P. Porro Jr.  

Robert Bamber 

Briana Hursen, Associate Member 

Also Present:  

Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

ABSENT:  

Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Paciorkowski, 

Chairman, in Room 12 of the Norwood Town Hall, located at 566 Washington Street. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Ms. Holmwood to approve the Minutes of April 8, 2019, seconded by 

Mr. Sheehan.  

 

VOTE 5-0 motion approved.  

 

MINOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL- Sign for Kinetic Dance Studio- 611 Washington 

Street-Grant Gao, Excel Signs  

 

Mr. Deschenes stated that the sign is a white vinyl on an orange fabric awning sign. The initial 

dimensions of the graphic were larger than the bylaws would allow. Mr. Gao then adjusted the 

dimensions of the sign to be under 30 sq.ft. Mr. Deschenes recommended approval of the sign.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked about the color of the sign. Mr. Gao stated that the sign will be 

orange.  
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Ms. Homwood stated that she loves that Mr. Gao is keeping the awning.  

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the sign at 611 Washinton Street, seconded by 

Mr. Porro. 

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if there would be lighting. Mr. Gao stated that there will be no lighting. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

FORBES HILL UPDATE 

 

Mr. Deschenes stated that there have been a few bids for the Forbes Hill property and that they 

are being reviewed currently to verify that they comply with the requirements of the RFP. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that Norwood is leaning towards the medical facility proposal as it is 

a project that closely resembles what the Forbes Hill Committee was hoping to find. 

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if there could be any more bids if Norwood did not like the proposed 

bids.  Mr. Paciorkowski stated that the bid closed on April 8th, but a new bidding process 

could be put out if the current bids were rejected. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING– Major Project Special Permit Modification – 95 Morse Street –

Michael Clemmey, Boch Automotive; James Susie, United Consultants 

 

Ms. Holmwood read the Public Hearing Notice. 

 

Mr. Susi of United Consultants provided background information to the Board regarding the 

project at 95 Morse Street. Mr. Susie stated that in 2016 he was in front of the Planning Board 

for Site Plan Approval in order to demolish the building and turn it into a parking lot. Last 

year, he was in front of the Planning Board for Major Project Special Permit Modification to 

allow for car carriers to unload on the lot. Last meeting, Mr. Susie was in front of the Planning 

Board for an ANR Plan in order to divide the lot into two parcels. 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if Mr. Susie is trying to revert back to the original plan and unload 

cars at 1201 Boston-Providence Highway and bring them up the hill one at a time. Mr. 

Paciorkowski stated that he thinks that the modification of the plan is a better solution because 

it eliminates any potential problems at the Morse Street and Pleasant Street intersection. 

 

Mr. Bamber stated that the modification does make sense, but also wanted to know the reason 

for the change. 

 

Mr. Clemmey explained that continuing to unload cars at 1201 Boston-Providence Highway 

works better for them. That location already receives all car carriers so it would be better for 

managing inventory.  
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Ms. Holmwood asked why they want to reverse the decision? Mr. Clemmey repeated his 

reasoning. 

 

Mr. Paciokowski opened the floor to the public. 

 

Mike Saad of Hamilton Circle asked if this will impact the property at 1201 Boston 

Providence Highway.  He asked what the purpose of the ANR Plan was. Mr. Saad also asked 

will there be improvements to 1201 because of extra car carriers? 

 

Mr. Clemmey stated there won’t be any major impacts with the extra car carriers as the sight 

is more than accommodating at 1201 Boston Providence Highway. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to close the public hearing, seconded by Mr. Porro. 

 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed. 

 

DISCUSSION– New fence for 1412-1420 Boston-Providence Highway – Wendy’s 

Restaurant & BJ’s Gas Station – Michael Clemmey 

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that this is just a discussion and there is nothing to vote upon yet. 

 

Mr. Clemmey explained his connection to the recent project at 1412-1420 Boston-Providence 

Highway. Mr. Clemmey explained that there are landscaping issues and they have been in 

contact with the property owner about them. 

 

Mr. Clemmey stated that he would like a fence that extends from the corner of Route 1 and 

down Sumner St. the entire way. The fence would be a 10 ft. high fence with a sound barrier.   

 

Mr. Clemmey stated that the same fence was built on the Ferrari property. Mr. Clemmey 

stated that the neighbors of the property would be in favor of the fence. The fence could also 

prevent trash on the property. 

 

The Planning Board stated that they are not opposed to the idea of the fence and the plan 

would need to be modified. 

 

Mr. Deschenes stated two weeks ago him and Mr. Halkiotis did a walkthrough of the site to 

check the progress of the landscape plan. On May 1st, another walkthrough will occur.  Mr. 

Deschenes stated that a modification would need to occur for the fence. 

 

SUNSET AVENUE – Modification plan review– John Glossa, Glossa Engineering Inc. 

 

Mr. Glossa went over changes to the plan since the last meeting. The changes to the final 

version of the plan include blueberry bush height, arborvitae’s height, tree conditions, etc. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve plan with conditions, seconded by Mr. Porro 
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Vote 5-0 all in favor. 

 

DISCUSSION- Town Meeting 

A brief discussion about Special Town Meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION made by Mr. Porro to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Sheehan. 

 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20PM.  

 

Next Meeting: May 6, 2019 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Community Media.  A copy of the tape is 

available upon request.  
 
 


